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. Monday, 10 o'clock,a. m.
S0y 7 January 31st, 1848, T

The Senate was called to order by the President.

The followihg Senators answered to their names:

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, -
Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, \i;allaheg.
Williams and Wootten—quorum present.

The journal, of the preceding day was read and adopted.

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, .
reported a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled
an act to prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the
Legislature of the {ate of Texas, correctly engrossed.

Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs,
made the following reports: SRS '
st : Committee Room, )
. +Jan’y. 20th, 1848,

P g 1o e i '
President of the Senate:

The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred a
“Resolution proposing the amendment of the Constitution;”
after mature deliberation, have instructed me to make the fol-
lowing report. i e R | e el T

Although the proposed amendment makes a great change in
the Constitution of the State, they believe that the good of the
country requires it to be done. By taking from the people the
right to elect the most important officers of the State, we de-
grade the elective franchise, and by securing that right to them,
we elevate and dignify it, Give this glorious privilege to the
people, and that apathy which has been observed in every part
of the State, will disappear. We may then expect to see the
qualified electors come to the polls, conscious that they are
exercising one of the dearest rights of freemen. and fully sen-
sible of the importance of casting their votes for those who are,
best qualified to advance the prosperity and glory of their
country. Believing it to be unnecessary to say more, to sus-
tain a proposition which is so manifest to all who advocate
the rights of man to self government. The committee have
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of'l‘ﬁwﬂl require mmghon. There is

broughttoaelmeas yaspos. A Tbereare many
open accounts still ; on the books, and until these are
finally settled, lt wﬂl be ssible for the State to determine
its liabilities. M iduals have dernands against the State
for land andmmay due through this department. Some are
heirs residing in other States of the Union, who are perhaps
not aware of the ri ﬂecuradtothmumal‘l,hyomlaws.
There are too, on file, many documn?inta in tli:‘e form of loose re-
omtsmsr naval correspondence of great mlportanwee,
‘-ﬂludlg (af:&mmv;nl::obfmi for un mi]nnt demands, no less

g yonrcom-
mmﬁnnkoaghxtébemréed in well bom:i -
mmmeleaatpossibk
‘ fnil foolciotoigéiwkinnlsund
snbmlt wi uggasuom
theoﬁmofﬂmdepamn
 alphab nﬁmnmofsnoﬁ-
‘who have, at any ﬂmehpeneonnmedmthdm
tot,heump of annexation, noting their residence.
An est&m of the whole amount of land due

,thnlde
# —-The amount ofpay due in money.
Fonrth, amount of land for which certificates have is-
suad, and the amount still due.
2 amount of pay which has been dlacharged, and
theahonm due.

Your committee also recommend the 'publication of the
names of all those whose accounts are unsettled, and that a law
be passed limiting the time wlnch original claimants or their

dues from that office, whether serip for land or certificates for

{‘hehw alpuld n.laoreqnlmare rtfromthatdepamt
be submitted to the Legis h the Executive, at
tnaybetakenm relation to that
also recommaendthe

'.’. ‘ aﬂpenniningto a.toﬂice,w is no




Mr. Jewett made the following reportz o iin

s g i LG S

o the Hon. President of the Senate, e
and Speaker of the House of Representatives :

: e AR : T TRes O

The speeial committee raised by the Senate and House of
Representatives, for the purpose of examing into the condition
of the offices of Comptroller of Public Accounts and Treasurer
of the State, having performed the duty imposed upon them, in-
struct the undersigned to report that they find said offices ‘to
have been cenducted inall respects as well as eould be desired.

The committee take pleasure in stating, that they examined
the condition of the Tgwwg Department in reference to the
biennial reports made by the Comptroller and Treasurer of the

“State, and find that said reports contain a true and correct state-
ment of tte cordiiion of their respective cffices. Your
committee with a view to the ascertainment of the amount of .
monies, outstanding and due the State, from individuals having
the collection of impost duties and direct taxes, under the laws
of the late Republic of Texas, as also the amount of monies
due the State by individuals having the collection of taxes un-
~ der the laws of the State, requested the Comptroller of Public
Accounts to furnish them with a. written statement of the names
of individuals having the collection of impost duties under the
laws of the late Republic of Texas, and the amount of money
by such individuals now due «the State, as also, the aggregate
amount due by individuals having the collection of direct taxes
under the laws of the late Republic of Texas and State of Tex-
as, which statement is herewith submitted to the two Houses of
the Legislature for their inspection. They also herewith sub-
mit, to the inspection of the Legislature, a written statement of
the Treasurer of the State, showing {he amount of money
now in the Treasury subject to disbursement. -~ =~ *

Y our committee cannot close this report without directing
the attention of the Legislature to that part of the statement of
the Comptroller, which suggests the propriety of the appointment
ofa ﬁse£ agent, to superintend, receive and transmit the revenue
to the Treasury department, as the same may be collected by the
collectors of taxes. The committee, from investigation &ndﬂoﬂ-“
sultation with the Comptroller,and fully sensible of the import-
ance of such an officer,and that the present expensive and embar.
rassing systemof fransmitting the revenue to the Treasury De-
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“taxation, designed and used for nrpom of ious worshi
and of ?dnmlgon' read first tim p rehg 4
On motion oer Wallace, “the bill to»ba entitled an act to
aithorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land
omce to receive gold and silver at the rate of one dollar thereof
for eight dollars in Texas Promissory Notes, for all govern-
ment upon land, and patents for lmi} was taken up and
placed 'among the orders of the day
A bill to be entitled an act rondlnf foﬂhblzle of the ﬁ
perty belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the
- government for custom purposes: read‘aecond titne, and on
%muan of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Siate A ffairs,
Abﬂltobeenuﬁedanaottoﬁxthetimaofhold: elections
for the s?;erii]l B:gtg and eg:in oﬂic:;,d and f«:ir re.;g,m-
atives to the United States second time, a
On motion of Mr. Jeweﬂ,m 1o theoommittee on Pri-
wvileges and Elections,
A message was received from the House of ]}epresematweu,
informing the Senate that the House had concurred _in the
ﬂ% aof_ftthmiab to lhé followmg bﬂl and jointmo-
ution, pevil Fone
- A bill to be entitled an act M&uthoriae the ecity of Galveston
n%t ﬁremen, nnd to exempt the same ﬁ-om militia and

,?omt resolution reques the Senators and Representatlm
of Texas in the Cor iB the United States, to protestagainst
the relinquishment of the Mexican Provinces or States con-
m by, and in possession of the United States, without in-
it a.nd also to protest against any law which shall be
 citizens of slaveholdmg ‘States from
tnlung thqn' property with them, in emigrating to said acquired
Kndthn.tt}wllousa refuse to concur in the amendment of
Ahe Senate to a bill to be entitled an act authorizing
who have received donation certificates under the provisions of
“an act mtmdnothm who were in the battle of San
Jacinto, and other hattles, proved December 20th, 1837, to
alienate said certificates, e lands aoqmred under thetm
Joint reholntmn re]auve to a digest of the laws of the late
Republic of Texas, and of such of the laws of Coahuila and
,Texas as relate to the landed interest of Texas,and of the past
‘and present sessions of the Legislature: read second time.
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Mr. Dancy moved to lay the resoluno on the table: =

Upon which the yeasand nays were cal[gd and stood thus :

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland Bra.shear, Dancy,G;
Perkms, and Williams—7. e

- Nays—DMessrs. Bache, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Jewett, Mcilae,
Navarm, Phillips, and Wallace—-Q

- So the motion was lost. '

Mr. Bourland moved to amend by inserting in the caption
before the word “the,” in the first line, the word “all,” and in
the fifth line, after the word “of,” “all the laws of)” and in sec-
Eﬁlﬁnlst line 12th, after the word “arranged,” insert the womd

Ado%t‘t;d

allace moved to amend by msertmg after the word
“of,”in the 15th line, same sechon, the words “a.ll the laws of 4y

Adopted.

Mr. Brashear moved to lay the ‘resolutmn upon ‘the table tn--
til to-morrow. i

Lost. \ |

Mr. Perkins moved to amand by inserting after the word
“Gﬂ},espm,” wherever it occurs, the words “or any other per-
som.

Lost. ' '

The resolution was then ordered to be engrnssed |

A bill to be 'entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson
read second time, and,

On motion of Mr. ‘Williams, referred to the committee on
Private Liand Claims.

Joint resolution in behalf of Edwa:d A. Weyma.n, a resident
citizen of Nueces county : read seeond time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the commlttee on. State
Affairs. 4

Joint resolution authorizing the Qomptroller of Public Ac-
counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the use
of the Executive of the State: read second time, and,

On motion of M. Jewett, referred to the committee on Fl-
nance.

J omt resolution mstructlng our Senators and requesting our
Representanves in Congress to use their influence to procure
the incorporation of our officers in the ldte Navy of Texas, into -
the Navy of the United States: read third time and passed b







